Baby and Doll Nine Patch Quilt Patterns
"Mother's aunts, grandmothers, older sisters, little girls, and sometime boys made doll
quilts. Usually only the simplest of patterns was used. One Patch, Four Patch, and Nine
Patch were great patterns for learning the art of piecing." 1
Kiracofe & Johnson
History of Nine Patch Quilts
The first known dated 9 patch quilts were made at
the beginning of the nineteenth century and they
continue to be a made to this day. Although the
basic form of the 9 patch is very simple,
consisting of nine equal squares, there are endless
ways that the basic block can be varied. In the
case of children's quilts the simple version is more
common. Quilt historian, Sandi Fox, points out,
"But in the most original of children's quilts, we
find the piece is based not on the multiple
variations at the quiltmakers' command, but on
the nine-patch in it's purest and most fundamental
form." 2
One thing is certain, many children learned to sew
making this simple quilt. For the same reason it is an
easy quilt that children can have fun making today.
Crib and Doll Quilt Patterns
Both the doll and crib quilts I've designed for you are
made up of a combination of six inch and two inch 9
patches. If a child is making the doll quilt you might
want to skip the small central nine patch. The crib quilt
is simply an expansion of this with many more blocks
especially the smaller 9 patches. The blocks are still kept small in keeping with the fact
that crib quilts during this period were miniature versions of
full sized quilts.
Picking Your Reproduction Fabric
Imagine that you are making your nine patch doll or
baby quilt during the middle decades of the nineteenth
century. You will find the fabrics from this period to be
surprisingly delightful. Quilt historian, Eileen Jahnke
Trestain, points out, "Many people think that old quilts are basically brown. This
isn't the case. Fabrics from this era have a wonderful intensity of color that can
make your heart beat faster just to look at them."

I've used the bright greens, yellows and reds of this period for my little quilts. These
cheerful colors were usually overprinted with small figures of contrasting colors. If you
prefer a softer look there are wonderful pinks and blues available from this period.

Cutting Your Reproduction Fabric
Estimated yardage for the nine patch crib quilt.
For the doll quilt get a fat quarter of each fabric.

For the baby quilt you will want to use the following for rotary cutting. With the doll
quilt use the same measurements but with fewer patches.

for 3" blocks
color 1) 80 squares
color 2) 80 squares
color 3) 20 center squares

for 6" blocks
color 1) 36 squares
color 2) 36 squares
color 3) 9 center squares

To the right you will see the
layout for the nine patch doll
quilt along with the sizes you
need to cut the squares. The
measurements include the 1/4
inch seam allowance. The
finished doll quilt will be
about 15" square.

To the left is the layout of
nine-patch crib quilt. Use the
measurements above given for
the small and large blocks.
They include the seam
allowance. The finished crib
quilt will be about 36" square.

Quilting Your Nine Patch Quilt
The quilting on nine patch quilts was often simple as they were usually made for
everyday use. In this case I've used diagonal lines for the baby quilt imagining it was
quickly quilted by a busy mother or by a child. The diagonal grid is used for the crib
quilt. It takes just a little more time to give it a nicer finish by sewing the diagonal lines in
opposite directions.

quilting pattern for doll nine-patch quilt

quilting pattern for crib nine-patch quilt

That Finishing Touch, The Binding
Although many methods were used to bind nineteenth
century quilts I've given these quilts a simple binding made
by turning the backing fabric to the front. Nine patch quilts
were often utilitarian quilts and this binding method was
faster and more efficient in use of fabric. After quilting I cut
the backing fabric 3/4 inch wider than the quilt then double
folded it to the front. Nineteenth century quilters prided on
narrow bindings so make yours about a quarter of an inch wide or even a little narrower
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